A@ and Commiſion 
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The general meeting of the Epiſcopal Miniſters at 
Aberdeen, for preſenting ſome Queries 


TO THE 


COMMITTEE 


Or IHE LAIE 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Met at Aberdeen, To which is perfixed a liſt of the 
Delegats Commiſſionat by the ſaid General meet- 
ing for preſenting the ſaid Queries, 


mummy 


The Proteſtation and Appeal given in at Aberdeen, 
to the Committee of the late General Aſſembly 
by the Miniſters Delegat for that end, trom the 
Diocels of Aberdeen for themſelves and in name 


of all their Adherents. 


Proteſtation and Appeal by the Epiſcopal Miniſters 
of the Diocels of Roſs, in their own Name and 
and their Brethren therein mentioned, againſt the 
Committee of the late General Afſembly met 


DD — —— I ee ee. 


Printed by Order of the Committee of Parliament 
tor the Security of the Kingdom, 


Edinburgh, Printed in the Year, 1695. 


j a 
"KK. > 4 
. - , - 
£ os F 
i » £ ® 
_—_— . f 
- ” A. 4 
; ow 
* 
oy gs wo 
+» 


SY 


Names of the Delegats commiſſionat by the 
General Meeting at Aberdeen upon the 5th Day 
of June 1694. for preſenting th: Cerzes, &©-c. to 
the Committee at Aber1een, are as follows. 


R. T-bn Fn bor parſon of Kincaiidin, Mr Alexander Geily parſon of Ferdyce 
Mr. Thamre © obert ion parton of Clate, Mr, Alex :inder Bare' ey Miniſtcr at Peterherd, 


Mr, Alexander T uwnen patfun Daw of, Mr. Alexan er (lark Miniſter ar Merhlick, 
M Parrick Parvy paifoinot Fargo Mr. Al x1:der Mill Vin ter at Udnie, 
Together with a!! the \Wr cr 0! the pretbvtry of Aberdeen, &c, Of whichNumber of Delegats, theſc 


were preſent; anddidgive inihe ſaid Queiices to the Conumutree toreſaitd, upunthe 29th Day of Jane inthe 
Year foreſaid, wi 


Mr. Thimas & obey: (04 pirſ nof att, Mr. 4exander Clark Miniſter 2r Meiblick, 
Mr Alexander Lian pea ly ot Povice, &r, Alexander Mill Mir (ei at Udnie 

And theſe of the Presbyriy of Aberdeen, 
Mr, James Gerden parſ.n of Parchory (avinick, Mr. Gilbert Ramſey Miniſter ac Dyce. 


Mr. Grorge Whize Moorlter at Maryculier, Mr George Seaton Miniſter at Uppermaches 
Mr. Jobs Dan.op 1 > ſter at Skeen, Mr. Richard Metland Min ſtcr at Nigg 
Mr, George 5181;b Minter at Kinnellay Mr, 1 homes .revy Minifter »t Nowhulls 


SIC Oublecrid, M. Chrevey, Clericus 


A the Kings Celledge Kirk of Aberdcen June the 5, 1694- 

1E which Day being mer the Miniſters of the Dioceſs of -:berdees, 
cog-ther with Delegars from the Diocelles of Murray. Roſs, Cart- 
ne/s and 0» knay, and from the Shyres of Marrys and Angus; ior 
conſulting anent the neceſſary Afﬀeairg of the Church in thi- juncture: 
And underſtanding that the Committee of the late Preshyterian Aſſembly for 
the North, is to fit at LAberdees once in this Month ; Did therefore nominate 
and chuſe the Brethren after mentioned, vr1z Mr. Joby For b-s Parſon of Kin: 
cairdey, Mr T:5mas Robertſon Parſonof Clart, Mr Alexander | nan Paiſonof 
Davies, Mr. Alexander Gelly Parſon of Fordyce, Mr Patrice Harvy Minis 
Nec of Forgon, Mr. Alexander Barclay Miniſter ar Peter head, Mr. Alcxander 
C/:rk Miniſter at Meth{1ck, Mr, Alexander Mill Miniſter at Udxy: Together 
with all che Brethren of the Presbytry of Aberdeen; together alfo with any 
others of other Presbytries ox Dioceſles who may be upon the place for thetime 
or any three or one of them as their Commiſſioners and Repreſentatives, with 
tullPower, Warrand ana Commilſl:'ontothem Tc compear before the ſaid Com- 
mittee when ever itihall happen any of their Number to be cited before them : 
Andin their Nameto prefentto them ſome Queries or Propoſals concerted by 
them at their ſaid Mecting,:-lating to the Ecclefiaſtick Authority and Juriſdii- 
on of the ſaid Committee, 4nd io demand Anſwers and Reſolutions thereunto, 
all other things to a&t and dorelative to the Churches Intereſt, pro re nata, 
And to eſtablith and confſtirur Procurators one or more in their Name, To 
compear in their Abſence, 2nd to Act before rhe ſaid Commitree, as tully and 
freely asit all and every one of them were perſonally preſent themielves And 
appointed an Extract of this AR to be piven tothe foreſaids Commillionerg, 

under the { lerk of rhe Meetings Rang, for their warrand and Commiſſion 
Exrractes torth of the Records of the Mecting above lpecified. 

M, Chrevey Clerk, 
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Proteſtation and Appeal given in at Aberdeen upon 
the Twentieth ninth of Juwue One Thouſand 
Six Hundred and Ninty Four Years, under 
form of Inſtrument, To the Committee of the 
late Presbyterian Aſſembly,by the Miniſters De- 
legar for that end from the Dioceſs of Aberdeen 
for themſelves and in name of all their Adhe- 


rents, 


EE the Miniſters of the Dioceſics of Aberdeen, fI{urray, 
Ro/s, Caitne/s, Orkn 11, 2nd of the Shireg of Aug7/s, and 
eerns doe hetcby declare, that we cannot own tiic At- 
ſemblies of our / res by terian Brethren ſince the lu??, e!ta- 
bliihmeat of th cir Government, to bave been the tuil and 

lawiul repreſentatives ot this National Church,end conſcquently that no perion 
or nerſons whatſymever by yeituc of any Delegation from them canjuſtly claim 
a pox ct tobe ithcjulges of our Lives and Dociriue, according to what wee 
have expreſt in the Querics given into this Committee, the Tenor vhereot is 
as followcth. 

rim, Whereas according fo the principles of PresbyterianGovernmehr, 
There ought to beno higher degree of Paſtors inthe Church then FPresbyrers 
and all ''1e>byters are £qual in power and Authority ; Wee c: fire to know by 
what Divine or Eccleſtaltical Right, Thoſe fitty or ſixty ſurviving Presbyterian 
Miniſters, not being in actual charge within this Kingdom gid take upon them 
the Exercitc of the whole Ecclcſiaſtical pawet of this National Church, and 
haveexcrciſcd a more abſolute Authority and Juriſdiftion oyer their Brethren, 
Nine Hunired or a 1 houtand Miniſters who were in office when Epiſcopacy 
was laid aſide, then ever the Biſhops pretended unto, who ncver claimed a 
pou er to make Acts covncernig the Church without conſent o its Miniſters 

2.40 Since according to their own principles,the power of preaching the Goſ- 
pel and Adminiftrating the Sacraments, and the power of Diſcipline end Go- 
vernment are inſeperable in the Oflice of a Paſtor P42» 747.1 that conſtiturion 
of Church Government be Lawtul which excludes thepgreatcſt partof the /a- 
ſtars of the Church {rom haviny any thare in the Goveinment thereof. 

3749, Seing no Aſſen bly of Chuich Officers can juſtly claim any Authority, 
or ).uciſdiction over aChu ch wherein thatChutchis not duely repreſented,and 
a Church cannot be daely repreſented inanAlſenbly in which theirDelegats 
arenotliowed to fit, and that by the conſtirution of this Church a General 
Aſſembly doth conſiſt of Commiſſioners from all the Presbyteries within the 
Kingdom, Oneritur, How the late Presbyterian Aſſemblies can be owned jor 

- Lawiul General Atſemblies of this Church fince they conſiſted intirely ofthe 

Presbyterian Party : And the Pregbyteries of theDioceſles and Shires aboye- 
mentiont9 had ao Commillioners preſent atthele Allemblies, nor had they a 
call toſend ir. | 

4to. Since by the principles already mentioned, all Paſtors have an equal 
tizr to ſhare inthe Goyerament of that Church whereof they are Membors 


and 


and Kce-bearcrs, and fincerke whole body of the paſtors of this Church who 
wereinoflicc at the rime otthe eſtab! ſhment of Epiſcopacy cannot be charged 
Witt In:0rance, grofs Errour, and Immorality of Life, or ſupine Negligence in 
thei 0ilice, Wee cannot underftand how the conſtitution of the preſent Church 

_Governmentand JatcAilemblies can be Juitified by the Presbyterian Miniſters, 
bur upor :n6 ſuppoſition, that the whole body of Paſtors forsſaid arc cither 
no Miniſters of the Goſpel, or ſucii corrupt ones upon the account of their prin- 
ples & prattices in relation to Church Government, as that they are nor worthy 
ro be truſtes with the cxerciſe + that power which belon:s to the paſtoral 
office, which wee cannot own without either renouncing our Miniſtry, and 
declaring all the Acts of our Miſtnierial Function void & null, or condemning 
theſe principles and practices which wee jndge to be juſt and lawful. 

510. Oaeritur, Whether the annual office oi Ruling (not preaching Elders) 
choſen out among the people and joined with Miniſters in Kirk Seſſions, Pres. 
byteries, Provincial and G neral Aſſemblies, and chzir Committee to 3ſliſt and 
concurr with them 1n the t x2rcile of Diſcipline and Government, can be ware 
r13ntably affirmed to be of divine Intlicution,and if any ſootitep o! ſuch an office 
doth appcarin the praft:ce of the antient Church. or any plain convincing proof 
of its Initiiutan can be produced out of . he Scriptiies, andif this office be not 
of civine [n!titution, whether a Judicatory conlifting in part of ſuch Officers 
pic'ending todivine Inſtirunon, and toact by commiltion and warrand trom 
Jeſus Chriſt be a lawtul Jucicarcry. 

To the wineh ©uer res wie having received no ſatisfaftory Anſwer, Andin 
repard that they maniteitly {tated themſelycs as parties again{t thoſe of ourCha- 
racicr and perſwaſton T heretore,for Main:aining the Liberties of this Natio- 
nal Church,and tor many othar reaſons moving us thereto, which we arc reſoly- 
cd in due time to pub:ith coche World, we find our ſelves obliged Unanimouſly 
coteſtity againit the prerended Ecclefialtick Authority of their Committee, and 
to proteſt ay, aint all their praceedings, Acts and Sentences in the qualitie of an 
E.cciefiaftickJudic ory anuto appeal toTheir MajeRties Ring William & Yuren 
Mary as ſuprenic Judpes underGod withintrheſe Dominions,& to the next 
lawfully conttiture & orderly ealledGeneral Aſſembly of this National Church; 
And ce do hereby protelt ayainit any ſentence paſt or to be paſt againſt any of 
our number that are cited or may be cited before this Committee, and do ap. 
pealto'l heir Majeftics as faidis, and this weeco not aS it wee would proteCt 
any that are crucly gwilry (it any ſuch be among us ) nor aSif wee would not 
vive all due J6tercrceto this Committee in ſubmitting to them if they cloathed 
themſelvcsonly with a Delegation from the Civil power, but that wee canner 
(untill wee be ceſulved in the above written ſcruples) acknou ledge any Eccler 
ſiaſtick power or Juriſdi&oninthis Commuttce or their conſtirucnts to be 

Judges of any of cur number: And finally wee prorelt that this our proteſtg. 
tion and appcal,toyeither with the Queries abuyementioned (as they were pl- 
ycn in betoreentcring this proteſiauon ) beinſert /erbarm inthe Records of 


this Committce ad futrramremanentiam. dre Sub/cravitnr, 
Thomas Kobertſon, 7am: Gordon, 
All: Clark. Geo: Seaton. 
Mr. John Dunlop. Mr, Geo: Whie 
Mr, Tho: Crevy. Al: Milne, 
All : Lunan, Rich Maitland, 


Gilb Ramſay, Geo: Smith, 
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A Proteſtation and Appeal of the Liocels of Roſs 
in their own Name and their Brethren 
therein mentioned, Againſt the pieſent 

Committee at 


OR a* much as by the principles of the Presbirerian Government, 
there be no higher degree in the Church than Presbiters, and all 
Preibiters be equal! in power and Authority ,and that the power of 
picaching 'he word and a.[miniſtrating rhe Sacrament ; And that 
ot Diſc/pline and Government a8 inſeparable in the office of 

Paſtours, And ſing noAſſcmbly of ChurchOilicers can by any Nivine or Eccle- 

faiticall Lawes juſtly acciaime any jurifdiction over any Church wheiein 

it1$ not duly repreſented, by Delegats from irs reſpective Fresbirries by e call 
thereto,or at leaſt allowance to fittherein And that in dire} oppnſirien to thoſe 
of their own principles, a ſmall party of our Pre$by rerianBrethren to the number 
of fifty or ſixty or there about, havetaken upon them the exerciſe of the whole 
Eccleſiaſtical powe: ot this National Church and hat e cxerced abſ-lut Autho- 
rity Over their Brethren ro the number of Nine Hundred, to the : ter excla- 
ſion c{them trom having any ſhare 1n the Cnurch Government U-mn which 
confiderau!ions, and inregard of the ſtrange ang unuſu. ] methods tolioaed be 
them again{t diverle of our Brethren, andihat they have Manifeſily ftated themn- 
ſelyes as parties againſt thoſe of our Character and pertwafion, As alfonn ref'-ex 
of their uncharitable and Iliegal procedures in accepting « | ſome 3z'icious and 
calumnious L.y b<Ils againit ſeverall Miniſters contraitto che expicſs rermg 
of the Eleventh AR of their own late pretenJed Genera'l ſu mbly v1z: / ag 
likewiſ: that the ſaid commiſſion and 8!l other Judicatiorics are to rake care,thar 
if any {houl. be foundio have Maliciovſly or calumnioufly accuſed any Miniſter 
they ſhall be Condingly Cenſured / And with all, In 1efp£& of their b:ing fo 
unconcerned for, anc regardlicſs of the well fare of this Diccefs, by making it 

th:ic bufineſs tro make more vacancies: therein, before they will or can fill v 

theſe in it already and th-reby expoſes it to the invaſiins of emiſſary Prieſts 

which are numerous bout 1t and to enc-urag2 more tian already 
the many villanies and abominations that / by reaſon of our bcin 

diveſtcd of th2 power of diſcipline abound and paſs uncontroled to 
the great ſhame and reproach of the proteſtant Religion. Therciore for man- 
taining the liberties of this Nationall Church and many other reaſons move- 
ing us thereto, Wee find our ſelves obliged unanimouſly toteſtifie againſt the 
pretended Eccleſiaſtical Authoriry of this Committee. Likeas by theſe wee 
doe actually, in our ownand inname of our Brethren in the Dioceſles and 

Shyrcs of ,/6-rdten, Angtr,and Merns, Murray, Reſs,Caithneſs, and Orkezy 

aSalſo in the name ot thoſe who have lately entered into their Churches upon 

Legall Gallstrom their parochiners, Proteſt, That we own not the Aſſemblies 

of our Preſvirerian Brethren, ſince the laſt Eſtabliſhment ofthe Church Go. 

vernment, to bethe full or Gue repreſentatives of this National Church, And 
conſequently that no perſon or perſons, by vertue of a delegation from them. 


can 


mn h 


can juftly claime any Ecclefiaſticall power robe the judges of our lives and 
Doctrine, And upon theſe accounts Proteſt againſt all their proceedings Acts 
and ſentences in the qualitie of anEccleſiaſtick Judicatorie: And therefore doe 
appeal from them as our judges, Unto theirMajeſties King Wil/ram & Yuen 
Mary, andtothe next rightly ſtated and orderly called General Aſſembly 
of this Nationall Church. and this wee doe not, as if wee would protedt or 
own any that are truely ſcandalous ifany ſuch be amongſt us) But that 
wee cannot without betraying the priviledges of this National Church, 
Acknowledge any Ecclefiaſtic :l power or Juridiction in this Committee or 
its Conſtituents to be judgesof any of our number, As Witneſs Theſe at 
Chanoy of Roſs the Twenty firſt of 7axe, 1694 Years, Sublcnbed 


with cur hands Sic Subſcribitur, 
Ken: Mackercie Min:fler at I ogo7e Mr, Robert Roſs Minſter 3t Tayne. 
Andrew Roſs Minifter at Urquhart Rod: Mckentie Miniſter at Avach 
Mr. Artbur Satherland Miniſter at Eddertoun Mr. 1: Mackenie Miniſter at Feoderiie 
Dex: Forbes Minifter at Kilmoer Feſter Tobn Ac VaeViniſter at Dincual, 
Mr. 1. Such Niviſter at Kilmoor Welter ilitam Mackenzie at Roſketn 
To. Mackengie Minifter at Lochbrgm Thomas Frajer Nitniter at Suddie 
feEreds Norfen Conant bir. Alex; Refs Miniter at Kincarrdine 


Mir, 19 \246kent'7 VMinitter at Kiler: an" 
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